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ABSTRACT 

 

 

The objective of the research is to find out whether the students who are taught vocabulary 

using flashcard have better score on the post test than on pre test. The result of analysis shows that  

  value is 17.342 while critical value on t value table is 2.045 with the level of significance is .05. 

It means that t value is higher than critical value on t table. Consequently, null hypothesis is 

rejected. Based on the result of analysis it can be concluded that Flashcard is effective in teaching 

vocabulary at the     grade of SMP 5 Alalak, Batola regency. Therefore, it is recommended that 

Flashcard can be used by the English teachers in teaching vocabulary. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In learning English, students need to 

master vocabulary mastery. Language skill 

is largely determined by mastery of 

vocabulary. It is impossible if someone 

reads, writes, and understands reading 

without understanding the meaning. 

Because vocabulary is a very important 

component and the most powerful 

component of language, especially in 

learning English. In using language, 

students who are rich in vocabulary will 

find it easy and successful in their language 

skills.  Vocabulary is the number of words 

when combined and will form a language or 

sentence as stated by Horby (2010: 1331). 

In other words, the more vocabulary 

mastered by students, the easier it is for 

students to make sentences and 

communicates. 

To increase student’s vocabulary, 

media is really needed as a learning aid 

which is a major component in the learning 

process that must be planned and managed 

by the teacher in learning activities. The use 

of media makes it easy for teachers to 

convey learning so that it can be carried out 

effectively. One way to be effective in 

learning English is to use Flashcard media. 

Flashcard media is a printed learning 

media. Azhar Arsyad (2016: 115) said the 

Flashcard Media contains images (objects, 

animals, etc.) useful for training students 

and enriching vocabulary. Moreover,  

according Maryam Eslachcard Komachali 

(2012:134-147) that flashcards are useful 

for finding new letters, words syllables, and 

other information.  

While the researcher doing 

internship at SMPN 5 Alalak, the researcher 

saw many students lack of vocabulary, it 

makes the researcher thinks to use 

Flashcard media to increase their 

vocabulary mastery. That is why the 

researcher is wanted to do. Through 

learning media using this Flashcard media, 

is expected to help students in mastering 

English vocabulary. Moreover, it can help 

the teacher in providing material so that 

students achieve better grades. In addition, 

researchers hope that with this Flashcard 

media can provide a learning medium for 

junior high school that can be used by 

teachers in learning English vocabulary and 

can facilitate teachers in teaching in 

interesting ways. 

 

METHOD 

Research Design and Setting 

Experimental research is carried out 

within the context of an experimental. The 

researcher used pre-exprimental design 

because the researcher wanted to know the 

effectiveness of flashcard in teaching 

vocabulary at the     grade of SMPN 5 

Alalak.  

From Wikipedia, Kalimantan Islamic 

University Muhammad Arsyad Al-Banjary 

or UNISKA  is a private tertiary institution 

established based on Bachtiar Notarial Deed 

No. 6 dated July 7, 1981.  

The research was conducted on 3 

March 2020 at SMPN 5 Alalak which is 

located on Jl. Handil Bakti Desa Semangat 

Karya, regency. Barito Kuala, Post code : 

70582. 

Population and Sample  

The population of research is the 

seventh grade students of SMPN 5 Alalak 

school year 2019/2020. They are divided 

into four classes, the total number of 

students is 86 students. 

Sample is part of population. Since 

the design of research is pre-experimental, 

the researcher choosed one class as the 

sample namely class VIIA 

 
No Class  Total Students 

1 Class A 30 

2 Class B 29 

3 Class C 27 

 Total 86 

 

Instrument  

The instrument used of this research 

was a test. It was given twice before and 

after treatment. Kind of the test was 

multiple choice test that consisted of twenty 

numbers. Length of time provided to do the 

test was 30 minutes. 
 

Individual score =   

Total of Correct Answer  x 100 %                             

Total Number of the item test 

 

https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universitas_Islam_Kalimantan_Muhammad_Arsyad_Al-Banjary


Meanwhile to interpret individual score  of 

the students, the researcher used level of 

qualification as presented below : 

 
No. Letter Score  Qualification 

1. A 86-100 Excellent 

2. B 71-85 Good 

3. C 56-70 Low 

4. D ≤ 55 Very Low 

 

Data Analysis 

To analyze the data the researcher 

used dependent t-test by using SPSS, to 

find out the mean score, the standard 

deviation, standard error of mean for the 

differences and t-value. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

1. Findings 

The first problem on the students’ 

vocabulary mastery was the students’ was 

difficult because they did not know the 

vocabulary. Furthermore, the teacher rarely 

gave the students vocabulary building lesson. 

So, the students relied on the teacher to 

translate the English words for them. 

On Monday, 3 March  2020,  the 

researcher came to school. the researcher 

choose the seventh grade of SMPN 5 Alalak 

as a population and grade seventh A as the 

sample of this research. Seventh grade A has 

30 students,  11 boys and 19 girls. The 

researcher got the data by giving pre-test and 

post-test consisted of  20 to the students. The 

pre-test was given before the treatment began 

and the post-test was given after the treatment 

was done. 

In the learning process, as usual the 

researcher entered the classroom and said the 

greeting to all the students in English and the 

students answered in English as well, the 

teacher checked the attendance  list. Then, the 

researcher gave a multiple choice test to 

know their vocabulary mastery. 

 

2. Discussion 

Based on the observations,  

researcher found out that teacher rarely 

gave the students vocabulary building and 

just gave them the translation of the words 

that the students did not know and also, the 

teacher does not help students to say 

vocabulary that is considered difficult or 

words that they have never heard before. 

The media used in the teaching and learning 

process was also limited on textbooks and 

Power Point only. 

Further, the reason researcher 

applied flashcards as the media in the 

teaching and learning process because it 

had many advantages. Based on research 

conducted by Nugroho, Nurkamto and 

Sulistyowati (2012:1) it was found that 

using flashcard can increase students 

'vocabulary skills, because flashcrad can 

attract students' attention, make students 

motivated and focused in learning 

vocabulary.  

Some of the advantages in using 

flashcards were: it helps students strengthen 

meaning in their memories, it helps make 

teaching and learning attract students' 

attention to learning activities, it was 

inexpensive, easy to make, and portable, 

and that students can also participate to 

create. 

From the result above, it can be 

concluded that the use of flashcard is 

effective in teaching vocabulary.  

 

CLOSING 

Conclusion 

The data of this research is all about 

the students’ vocabulary mastery   before 

and after using Flashcard. Result of analysis 

shows that         is 17.342 while critical 

value on         is 2.045 with the level of 

significance .05. It means that          
exceed critical value. Therefore, it can be 

concluded that Flashcard is effective in 

teaching vocabulary. 

 

Suggestion 

Based on the conclusion, the researcher 

gives some suggestion to make the teaching 

and learning vocabulary process better : 

1. For the Students 

a. The students should be more active in 

the classroom. They also need to 

practice the vocabulary that they have 

learnt. These efforts are to encourage 

them to master vocabulary and use it 

without worries of making mistakes. 

If they master the words, they can 

easily understand that they heard, or 

read, and also say  or write in 



English. They also could make their 

own flashcards to help them learn the 

vocabulary.  

 

2. For the English Teacher 

a. Teachers should use various 

techniques and  media in teaching 

vocabulary  flashcards for instance, 

which are interesting, enjoyable and 

meaningful by considering various 

aspects such as size of class, time 

allocation and use various kinds of 

activities that can make the students 

active and motivated in the 

classroom. It is also suggested for 

the teacher to pay attention to the 

teaching of vocabulary for the 

students. 
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