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Abstract 

This study aims to determine perceptions, levels of trust and behavior of lecturers at Indonesia in 

responding to the policy of "Kampus Merdeka". The study was conducting a survey of 610 lecturers 

who were taken by purporsive sampling. Data analysis uses descriptive statistical analysis and 

average comparison test. While the observed variables are perception, trust and behavior. The results 

of this study are as follows: (1) The majority of lecturers have received information about the 

"Kampus merdeka" policy (53%), (2) The majority of lecturers believe that the learning policy 

outside the study program will increase student competency (61%), (3) The majority of lecturers still 

doubted the readiness of their campus to implement learning patterns outside study programs 

(45.2%), even 34.4% of lecturers stated that their campuses were not ready to implement, (4) The 

majority of lecturers in Indonesia stated that the implementation of learning outside of study 

programs would still be difficult to implement on their campus (70.3%), (4). The majority of lecturers 

stated that kampus merdeka learning had more advantages than its drawbacks for the development 

of the higher education system in Indonesia (56.2%), (5) The lecturers had a level of trust in the 

successful implementation of kampus merdeka learning by 62.5%. (6) The majority of lecturers show 

positive behavior towards the kampus merdeka policy, such as going to discuss positive things about 

the kampus merdeka policy, will change the learning patterns that currently exist to fit the concept 

of a free-campus learning campus, committed to providing the best performance they, lecturers are 

more interested in exploring information about the policy of an kampus merdeka, and will invite 

other lecturers to participate in supporting the policy of an kampus merdeka. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

Merdeka Belajar – Kampus Merdeka, is a policy of the Minister of Education and 

Culture, which aims to encourage students to master various sciences that are useful for 

entering the workforce. Kampus Merdeka provides an opportunity for students to 

choose the courses they will take. 

This Kampus Merdeka Policy is in accordance with Permendikbud No. 3 of 2020 

concerning National Standards of Higher Education, in Article 18 it is stated that the 

fulfillment of the learning period and burden for undergraduate or applied 

undergraduate students can be implemented: 1) following the entire learning process in 

the study program at tertiary institutions according to their time and study load; and 2) 

follow the learning process in the study program to fulfill part of the learning period 

and load and the rest follows the learning process outside the study program. 

Through Merdeka Belajar - Kampus Merdeka, students have the opportunity for 1 

(one) semester or the equivalent of 20 (twenty) credits of studying outside the study 

program at the same tertiary institution; and a maximum of 2 (two) semesters or the 

equivalent of 40 (forty) credits taking learning in the same study program at different 



universities, learning at different study programs at different universities; and / or 

learning outside of Higher Education. 

Learning in Kampus Merdeka provides challenges and opportunities for the 

development of creativity, capacity, personality, and needs of students, as well as 

developing independence in seeking and finding knowledge through reality and 

dynamics in the field such as capability requirements, real problems, social interaction, 

collaboration, self-management, performance demands , targets and achievements. 

The concept of kampus merdeka consists of 4 points : 

1. Establishment of new study programs for state universities (PTN) and private 

universities (PTS) with accreditation A and B 

2. Re-accreditation is automatic for all rankings, and is voluntary for Universities and 

Study programs that are ready to move up the accreditation rank. 

3. Freedom for PTN Public Service Agency (BLU) and Work Unit (Satker) to become 

PTN Legal Entity (BH). 

4. The right of students to take courses outside the study program and change the 

definition of Semester Credit Units (credits). Some of the activities included in 

learning outside the study program include (1) taking courses outside the study 

program or the original PT, (2) Internship / practical work in industry, (3) Village 

Development Projects, (4) Teaching in schools, ( 5) student exchanges, (6) 

Entrepreneurial Activities, (7) Research / research projects, (8) Independent 

Studies, and (8) Humanitarian Projects.   

 

B. METHODS 

This study was a survey study, using an online questionnaire. The population is 

lecturers throughout Indonesia, with a total sample of 610 people. The method of 

sampling withdrawal by purposive random sampling. Data analysis uses descriptive 

statistical analysis and average comparison test. While the observed variables are 

perception, trust and behavior. 

 

C. RESEARCH RESULTS  

 

a. Characteristics of Respondents: 

The characteristics of respondents based on functional positions used in this 

study are as follows: 

Table 1. Characteristics of Respondents Research 

Functional Position Respondents 

Total % 
- Lecturer 75 12.3% 
- Instructor 257 42.1% 
- Assistant Professor 152 24.9% 
- Associate Professor 87 14.3% 
- Professor 39 6.4% 

Total 610 100.0% 

 

b. Perception  

No Statement Disagree Neutral Agree Total 



1 I am well informed about the concept of 

an kampus merdeka 

12.3% 34.4% 53.3% 100.0% 

2 I feel my campus is not ready to 
implement an kampus merdeka policy 

20.3 % 45.2% 34.4% 100.0% 

3 In my opinion, an kampus merdeka 

policy regarding the right to study 3 

semesters outside the study program 
will increase the competence of 

graduates 

13.9% 25.1% 61.0% 100.0% 

4 I lack support about the concept of 

merdeka which states that Re-
accreditation is automatic for all 

rankings, and is voluntary for 

Universities and Study Programs that 
are ready to rise in rank accreditation 

39.2% 28.0% 32.8% 100.0% 

5 I support the concept of an kampus 

merdeka about freedom of opening new 

study programs 

15.4% 18.9% 65.7% 100.0% 

6 I feel the campus development 

opportunities will be better with the 

existence of an kampus merdeka 
concept about the ease of opening new 

study programs. 

15.6% 22.0% 62.5% 100.0% 

7 I feel that with the concept of an kampus 

merdeka about freedom of accreditation, 
it will actually loosen the policies and 

quality assurance quality on my campus 

18.7% 26.6% 54.8% 100.0% 

8 I feel my campus does not support the 
policy of an kampus merdeka 

40.5 % 50.0% 9.5% 100.0% 

9 I feel that the concept of an kampus 

merdeka has more advantages than its 

drawbacks for developing a higher 
education system in Indonesia. 

11.0% 32.8% 56.2% 100.0% 

 

c. Trust 

No Statement Low Middle High Total 

1 Your trust level regarding the 
implementation of the kampus merdeka 

concept on your campus 

17.2% 45.2% 37.5% 100.0% 

2 Your trust level about the quality of the 

campus concept learning outcomes 
merdeka is related to students' learning 

rights for 3 semesters outside the study 

program on your campus 

23.4% 42.1% 34.4% 100.0% 

3 Your trust level that the concept of an 

kampus merdeka about student learning 

rights 3 semesters outside the study 

program will be easily implemented 

34.3% 46.9% 18.9% 100.0% 



4  Your trust level that the concept of an 
kampus merdeka about freedom of 

accreditation will benefit tertiary 

institutions 

14.1% 34.4% 51.5% 100.0% 

5  Your trust level that the ease of opening 
new study programs will be utilized by 

my campus as well as possible to develop 

new study programs. 

20.3% 26.6% 53.1% 100.0% 

6  Your trust level that the concept of an 
kampus merdeka will benefit campuses 

with a small number of students. 

26.7% 42.1% 31.1% 100.0% 

7 Your trust level that the ease of campus 
accreditation will make lecturers' 

performance better 

18.7% 31.3% 50.0% 100.0% 

8 Your trust level that learning with the 

concept of an kampus merdeka will be 
able to adjust student competencies with 

the dynamics of the world of work 

14.1% 23.4% 62.5% 100.0% 

9 Your level of trust that there will be a new 
policy that reinforces the concept of the 

campus of independence in particular on 

freedom of accreditation 

14.1% 35.9% 50.0% 100.0% 

 

d. Behavior: 

No Statement Disagre

e 

Neutral Agree Number 

1 I support the implementation of the 
concept of an kampus merdeka on my 

campus 

10.8% 15.6% 73.6% 100.0% 

2 I will talk about positive things about 

the concept of an Kampus merdeka 

7.9% 20.3% 71.8% 100.0% 

3 I will change the learning patterns that I 

used to do to be in line with the concept 

of independence 

9.3% 10.8% 79.8% 100.0% 

4 I will give the best performance if my 

campus applies the concept of an 

kampus merdeka 

9.3% 10.8% 79.8% 100.0% 

5 I will give help spread information 

about the prospects and opportunities 
for implementing the concept of an 

kampus merdeka in my campus 

environment 

13.9% 15.6% 70.5% 100.0% 

6 I am not interested in exploring more 
about the concept of a Kampus Merdeka 

57.7% 29.7% 12.6% 100.0% 

7 I will invite other lecturers to also 
supported the policy of the concept of 

an kampus merdeka 

12.5% 29.7% 57.9% 100.0% 
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